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Don’t make users commit unnatural acts

• Messy desk vs. Messy desktop

• Shut down in Windows



Don’t use different words for one action

• Registration on sites

• Word (new file/window)



Use defaults

• Equalizers

• Synthesizer



The End
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GUI bloopers by Jeff Johnson
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Tip 1 

Phony progress bars are useless if they
don’t indicate the time well.

• Often activity is shown and not progress
• The time is often indicated wrong



Example



Example



Tip 2

Make sure the website fits in the window

• The page is too big for the window
• Waste of space



Example



Example



Tip 3

Searching on websites is too complicated

• Often there are too many options you can choose
• The results don’t have anything to do with the actual search



Example

www.designdirectory.com

http://www.designdirectory.com/


Example



Thanks for listening. Questions?



GUI Bloopers: Do’s & Don’t for 
software design. 

The 3 Golden Bloopers

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Overview

Chapter 3 – Layout and Appearance Bloopers

“How the user interface elements appear and where they are 
placed relative to each other.”

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Chapter 4 – Textual Bloopers 

“One of the great ironies of the graphical user interfaces is 
that they are not usually very graphical. A typical GUI 
consists mainly of textual settings displayed on panels.”

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn

Overview



Chapter 5 – Interaction

“Violations of well established general user interface design 
principles for interactive systems.”

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn

Overview



Blooper One

Poor Initial Window Location

Photoshop:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Blooper One

Poor Initial Window Location

Windows Display 
Settings:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Blooper Two

Useless Tool Tips

Outlook:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Blooper Two

Useless Tool Tips

Outlook:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Blooper Three

Easily Missed Information (Human 
perception is made to filter)

Winamp:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



Blooper Three

Easily Missed Information (Human
perception is made to filter)

InterVideo WinDVD:

Sakovich Maxim | Kwak Matthijs | van Montfort Colette | Peeters Stijn



???
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C
Matthijs Kwak, Colette van Montfort, Stijn Peeters, Max Sakovich



Redesign



50+

• Main usage of PC: Office work (editing 
documents) and Internet



User Tests

• 4 scenarios, 2 user tests per group 
member

• Observe how tasks are performed and 
what errors are made

• All tasks done in both Ubuntu and 
Windows



Results for Windows

• No real problems; 
users are used to the 
way Windows works



Results for Ubuntu

• Some problems
• Most were due to the 

fact that users were 
used to the way 
Windows worked and 
Ubuntu did it slightly 
different



1 – File overview in explorer



2 – Improved screenshots



2 – Open or edit



3 – Alphabetic order



4 – Start bar
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