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Golden Tips
• User Interface Design for

Programmers
• Chapter 13 - 18

• By Joel Spolsky



Those pesky usability tests
• Usability test is often done to solve an argument

(no problem to create a birthday card)  

• Usability test 
create urban 
legends 



Understanding UI time warps

• 1. days are seconds
• 2. months are minutes
• 3. seconds are hours



How do it know?

A good heuristic is obvious, easily to be 
undone, and likely to be correct .



Tricks of the trade
• Know how to use colors



H
ow

 to use icon



Designing for the web



Design to 
minimize 
round-trips

every click result a 
round-trip to the 
server, which 
reduces usability



HTML is a windowing system 

• http://www.jasonsiu.com/main_flash.html (dynamic)

http://www.jasonsiu.com/main_flash.html


UI for humans



Program for human
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